Persian Spire Ironwood / Parrotia Persica

A compact, narrow, upright cultivar of the Persian
Ironwood tree. It grows 7 metres tall and 3 metres wide . It
is a drought and fire resistant, deciduous ornamental tree.

Municipalities and FireSmart BC feature it in urban

forestry programs because its moist, deciduous leaves.

Care Requirements
Sunlight: Performs best in full sun, though it tolerates
partial shade.
Soil: Prefers average, well-drained, slightly acidic soils, but
adapts well to a wide range of soil conditions.
Water: Requires regular watering when newly planted;
becomes drought-tolerant once established.
Maintenance: Needs very little pruning and is generally
free of serious pest or disease issues.




Ocean Spray / Holodiscus discolor

A fast-growing deciduous shrub that typically reaches a
size of 3 to 5 metres tall. Valued as an excellent FireSmart
choice for wildfire-resilient landscaping, it is characterized

by its heavy-scented clusters of creamy-white flowers
that bloom in summer.

Care Requirements

« Sunlight: Thrives best with some sunlight, but tolerates full
shade well.

« Soil: Prefers gravelly, rocky, sandy, or loamy textures, but
adapts well to clay and nutrient-poor soils.

« Water: Requires regular watering when newly planted;
becomes drought-tolerant once established.

« Maintenance: Needs very little pruning and is generally
free of serious pest or disease issues.




Black Hawthorn / Crataegus douglasii

This versatile native shrub/tree grows 3 to 8 metres tall. It is
highly fire-resistant due to its high-moisture foliage, yet its
deep roots provide excellent drought resistance once
established. This species feeds pollinators with spring flowers,
and sustains winter birds with dark-purple berries.

Care Requirements
Sunlight: Plant in full sun (6+ hours daily) for the best flower
and dark berry production, though it tolerates partial shade.
Soil: Highly adaptable; it thrives in clay, loam, sand, and alkaline
sails, preferring moist conditions but tolerating temporary
flooding or dry spells once established.
Water: Water regularly (weekly) during the first 1 to 2 years to
establish a strong root system. Mature plants have moderate
drought tolerance.
Maintenance: Needs very little pruning and is generally free of
serious pest or disease issues.




N\ootka Rose / Rosa nutkana

A fast-growing native shrub reaching 1.8 to 3.0 metres tall and
0.9 to 1.2 metres wide. Its lush leaves make it an excellent
FireSmart choice that resists burning, while its extensive, deep
roots provide superb drought resistance once established. This
resilient plant boosts local biodiversity with it's large pink spring
blossoms, and winter red hips.

Care Requirements

 Sunlight: Provide at least 6 hours of direct sunlight daily for the
best flowering and fruit production.

 Soil: It adapts to various soils, including heavy clay, loam, or
sandy mixes, but requires good drainage to prevent root rot.

« Water: Water during prolonged dry spells, though it tolerates
moderate drought once mature.

« Maintenance: It spreads via root suckers to form thickets, so
prune regularly if you need to restrict its size in a small garden.




Vine Maple / Acer circinatum

A multi-stemmed native shrub/tree growing 3.0 to 7.6 metres
talland 4.6 to 6.1 metres wide. Its lush, broad leaves retain high
moisture levels that help suppress flames. It dramatically boosts
local biodiversity and prefers moist understories.

Care Requirements

« Sunlight: Prefers understory light or morning sun with
afternoon shade.

« Soil: Prefers evenly moist, damp soil, mimicking its native
streamside and woodland habitats. Adaptable to sand, loam,
or clay as long as drainage is good.

« Water: Highly drought-tolerant once established, but requires
deep, regular watering during hot or dry summer spells to
prevent leaf damage.

- Maintenance: Low maintenance; prune sparingly during
dormancy (late fall to winter) or right after leaves fully develop
to avoid excessive sap bleeding.




June Plum / Oemelaria cerasitormis

A fast-growing native shrub reaching 1.5 to 30 metres tall and
up to 3.5 metres wide. This ecological powerhouse maximizes
biodiversity by offering vital early-spring nectar for native
pollinators, while continuing a rich Indigenous heritage as a
traditional source of wild fruit and medicinal bark.

Care Requirements

« Sunlight: Prefers woodland conditions or dappled shade,
though it tolerates full sun.

 Soil: Adapts to most soil types, including heavy clay, but
prefers fertile, humus-rich, and well-drained soil.

« Water: Requires regular, light watering during its first
summer to establish. Once established, it is remarkably
drought-tolerant during summer months.

« Maintenance: Prune immediately after flowering if needed.
Remove excess root suckers to restrict its natural spreading
habit, or cut established plants back near the crown in winter
for a full rejuvenation.
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